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Aloha Ford, Mustang, Shelby, & Car Enthusiasts!
by Darryn Dela Vega

Aloha AMSCH Ohana!
There were over +325 cars at the 25 April 2021 Cars & Coffee’s
event at 604 Restaurant Pearl Harbor! Just not to be out done, I
counted over 21 mustangs representing every decade from AMSCH & AMSCH FB Friends! There were not only drivers and
owners, but in only AMSCH fashion, we had families (kids &
spouses) in attendance!
As things begin to open up and our confidence in joining events
grow, hope to see more members meet and fellowship with our
FB friends. Showing them the benefits of joining our ranks in
the club. Also, would love to see more classics at these events.
Save the last weekend of the month for Cars & Coffee!
Hope to see you soon!
visit:

Aloha Mustang & Shelby Club of Hawaii

photos by Darryn Dela Vega
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Hello!
If you want to contact any Board member
or club volunteer, please go to
https://alohamustang.org/contact/
and fill out the contact form.
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President - Scot Shimamura

Hi All,
Buzz had a great idea to use this newsletter as a way for the membership to get to know more about our club leadership. So here
goes…
My last name really isn’t Shimamura. The short version is that it got changed.
My father Larry passed away early in the morning on March 16, 2020 just a day past his 101st birthday. Just as well, he would
not have put up with the mask rule for a minute. Although he was a year and a half older than AMSCH founder Paul Olivas
there was no way my pop was going to jump out of an airplane like Paul. Especially before it landed in Las Vegas.
Like Paul, my Dad was also in army, serving in an engineering battalion in WWII. After he got out he worked for the engineering firm Holmes & Naver as a heavy equipment operator in Operation Greenhouse and Operation Ivy building infrastructure for
the first thermonuclear tests. The lifestyle on Eniwetok came right out a WWII South Pacific flick. Endless days of working in
the heat without a shirt on a tiny atoll amongst the coconut trees, reefs and sand. To a degree it was idyllic. The fish was so plentiful that Dad said it was boring to catch them. If you felt like eating lobster all you had to do was get a potato sack and walk in
the water at low tide and pick up the last spiny lobster in the conga line that they travel in. Alternatively, you could just wait until the next big storm and go pick them off the beach. But after living through the Great Depression and WWII all my Dad wanted to eat was steak. And lots of it.
Dad was born with the name Morio Shimabukuro on March 14, 1919 in the remote village of Papaaloa next to Lapahoehoe on
the Big Island. This community was, and is, so tiny that only got an official name four years before Dad was born. Today, the
town has a few more houses, but the town center is still just a post office and a general store.
The family soon moved to Amaulu Camp 9 outside of Hilo that was home to Okinawan plantation workers. They lived so far
away from Hilo that the kids had to take a bus to school. But as they drove past the naichi children (descendants of mainland
Japan) the bus got pelted by rocks and racial taunts of “buta buta kau kau!” (roughly pig slop eaters). That might explain why
my father could kick ass. Although small, he was a talented fighter and became a Golden Gloves boxer. A fact that I never had
to be reminded of when I was in my rebellious teen years.
Life on the sugar plantation was not as bad slavery, but it certainly wasn’t a picnic. There were times when my father was sent
out into the fields to look for crickets and grass to eat. In those days the welfare system was “work or starve” and even that
wasn’t guaranteed. Worse, as a child he made the horrible mistake to make a chicken his pet. If you didn’t know, chickens can be
very affectionate and love to cuddle. Sadly, Dad was traumatized when his pet ended up in the pot. I guess tough times, make
tough people.
As soon as my father turned 14, and as the oldest son, he was tasked with coming to Honolulu to trailblaze the way for the family to move to Oahu. Along with his next oldest brother they moved to Waimanalo to work as field hands.
Soon after, the two brothers moved to Liliha. About this time my father partitioned the governor to change their names to avoid the prejudice they faced. They took the similar nichi name of Shimamura and my dad gave all his brothers and sisters American first names.
Kids today are surprised to learn about the racial disharmony between the Naichi and Okinawans as WWII lumped us all as Japanese. Like a lot of locals I'm 50% Okinawan and Naichi. My mom, who's family came from Kauai, met the kid from the opposite side of the state and thus, I became!
Just a short note, but important news for this month. Being that we did not do much as a club this year the board of directors
decided that all current members are automatically renewed through June 30, 2022 and will not have to pay any dues until
June 30, 2022. However, we would be grateful if members would make a donation in lieu of their 2021-2022 membership.
You probably didn’t need a notice to figure out that Mustang MADDness has been cancelled, but let’s make it official: it’s
cancelled. The new target date will be sometime in March 2022.
We are still moving ahead with planning for post-Covid major events such as the First Hawaiian Motor Trend Auto Show,
Mustang MADDness, a meet at Nico’s Pier 38 and a large event at Kalaeloa Hawaii Army Reserve National Guard if things
with the HARNG work out.
We are chomping at the bit to get on with our beloved gears and grinds cruises all over the island. We’ll be putting those announcements out over email and the Aloha Mustang & Shelby Club of Hawaii Facebook Page as they come up.
Keep it safe!
Scot
alohamustang.org
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Secretary - Les Hirano

No minutes available at this time.

Treasurer - Harry Zisko

Opening Balance 2021/04/01:

$3,738.15

Expenses:
Paypal Fees:
Website Hosting (3 months):
Total Expenses:

$ 9.06
$ 78.53
$ 87.59

Income:
Membership Dues:

$240.00

Ending balance 2021/04/30:

$3,890.56

See a nice ride? Pass out our club card.
More friends, more fun, more memories!
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Aloha Mustang & Shelby Club of Hawaii
club cards are distributed at club events.
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Nominations by Dennis Saiki

Aloha everyone,
It’s hard to believe but the business year for the Aloha Mustang and Shelby Club of Hawaii will be ending
soon. Per the club’s by-laws, we will need to hold elections of officers at the May general meeting. And, before
we can hold an election, we need to have candidates. So, this letter is to inform everyone in the club as to who
the candidates currently are, and to also open the nomination process for others to run for office.
If you want to run for office, or nominate someone for an office, please contact Dennis Saiki at
dennisksaiki@gmail.com. (Please note, if you’re going to nominate someone else, please verify with them that
they are willing to run for the office).
The call for nominations starts immediately, and will close on Tuesday, May 25 at 9:00 pm. We will be voting
online this year, and the voting process will start soon after nominations close.
Here are the current candidates (who are all incumbents):
President: Scot Shimamura
Vice President: Darryn Dela Vega
Secretary: Lester Hirano
Treasurer: Harry Zisko
Elected-At-Large:
Buzz Willauer
Maurice Kondo
Dennis Saiki
Chad Iwasaki
Kyle Funasaki
To find out about what the responsibilities are for all of these positions, please download a copy of the club
By-Laws from our website. There is a link to download them located at the bottom of the ‘Join Us’ page on
our website.
If you have any questions, please contact Dennis Saiki at dennisksaiki@gmail.com.
Mahalo,
Dennis K. Saiki
Nominations chair

alohamustang.org
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SAAC Report by Don Johnston

Out ofOut
the S.A.A.C.*
of the S.A.A.C.*May 2021

May 2021
January
2018
By Don Johnston
*SHELBY AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE CLUB, pronounced
“sack”
By Don
Johnston
*SHELBY AMERICAN
AUTOMOBILE CLUB, pronounced
“sack”
*SHELBY AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE CLUB, pronounced “sack”
Web site: www.saac.com
SAAC
members,
the Winter
edition
of magazine is
The Summer 2021
edition
of the Shelby
American
digital
“The
Shelby
American”
is
online
now.
Just
log in
available or SAAC members at: https://saac.wildapricot.org/
to: http://saac.memberlodge.com/
and check
outGT350
the great articles on car
The cover
photo is of “The Orange Blossom Special”
1965
special
vehicles,
commentaries
andItso much mor
numbershows,
5S307 Shelby
that wasemployees,
painted Calypso
Coral
for racing
in the 1970s.
Also,100
theraces
SAAC
forum
sitemost
is down
forShelby
maintenance.
It is privately run, not
ran in over
making
it the
raced
ever.
SAAC.
The
main
SAAC.com
web
site
is
online.
As
of
today, I have no
Other articles: Bill Neal: A Remembrance about the legendary
updates
on Mustang
the SAAC
Convention
in of
Sonoma,
3-4-5.
Cobra and
Shelby
artist.
The history
the fiveAug.
Peruvian
R
Model Shelby GT350 Mustangs and a review of Wayne Carini of
Congratulations to former AMSCH member, John Connelly for being the
“ Chasing Classic Cars” TV and his 1965 GT350 5S150. And much
2017 Hawaii Realtor of the Year. You may remember John when he was a
more in the 95 page edition.
member for a number of years in the late 1980s and had 1965 Shelby GT350. He
sold the car to get a house, later came back for a couple of years with a 1966
Registration for SAACHIPO hardtop, but had to let it go as well.
46 is now open. Details on the
annual SAAC Convention at
Ford is ending the Ford ShelbyGT350 Mustang after the current 20
Sonoma Raceway are at:
run. For those of you that have one, be sure that you get your Ford supplied o
www.saac46.com You can getchange tool kit. It is free but you have to order it. The dealers do not carry t
details on events and pricing. special tool for changing the special filter, which must also be ordered for a
Tickets to various events such charge as it is not kept in stock.
as open track sessions
(allisthree
days),the
Friday
evening
drag racing
specialofsocial
gathering
Ford
replacing
GT350
program
with a and
newaseries
the new
Ford Shelby GT50
at the amazing
Cobra
Experience
(https://www.cobraexperience.org/)
in
nearby
Martinez.
which uses a different 5.2 liter engine. It is a modified version of the 5.0L Coyote and is super
charged. Also there will be a return of the Bullit Mustang and the Ranger pickup truck. Som
unveilings will be at the Detroit and New York Auto Show.
Not to be outdone, Shelby American is coming out with a
couple of new toys. The new Super Snake series uses the Ford
5.2 Coyote engine. The numerous details are at:
http://www.shelby.com/images/pdf/17SuperSnake-Web.pdf

Plus:non-race
Shelby American
is track
doingparade laps in
Also, a Saturday Evening buffet and program,
cruise of the
a limitedvote
continuation
the races with original
your own car with a passenger, Concours and popular
car shows,of
vintage
legendary
classic Shelby Mustang and Cobras, vendors and
so much1968
more.GT500KR.
If you are needing to get one of the NASCAR
garages
or a 1968
golf cart, sign up right away
It will use
original
as those go quickly. You do not need to be a SAAC
member
attend
unless
you are going out
convertible
(10toeach)
and
fastback
on the track or entering a car show. Caution for
timers,
can be
(10first
each)
withthese
their conventions
Ford VIN, not
intoxicating, and you may become addicted to aattending
manybody
morefrom
in the future.
reproduction
Our favorite photo-journalist,
BobCars
McClurg
of Hilo,Ithas
Revology
or Dynacon.
willa new book out:
American
Speed
Shop:
Birth
and
Evolution
of
Hot
Rodding
be Shelby parts modified just like the originals were but with have
It engine
is available
KindleEngines
and at Barnes
Noble store
at AlaofMoana.
a 427c.i.
fromonShelby
(from&Denbeste)
instead
a
hot rodder
industry
veteran
428 c.i.“…longtime
Police Interceptor
usedand
in the
original.
TheBob
KRMcClurg
is only brings you the
story
of theShelby
era andAmerican.
the culture of speed shops as told through individual
available
through
shop's
histories
and
compelling
photography.”
See ya.
The first one will be unveiled
at Barretvintage
Jackson
in Scottsdale,
Arizona this month.
I hope to be able to saac.com
check the
6 new Las Vegas factory toys in early February when Caro
alohamustang.org
and I go there.
See ya.

Tech Input by Buzz Willauer
For this month May 2021’, it will be a bounce around article. Having said that, let me
state that I’m not connected nor derive monetary value from the subjects discussed.
Okay then, here’s some information and or items: First up is in my opinion, the best
carburetor upgrade and or rebuild service on the planet, is: carbs@gottafishcarburetors.com Scott is the owner. He and his son have a home based carburetor rebuild and
or remanufacture company located in Oregon a few miles from Vida, Oregon. Primarily Ford Carburetors are his expertise. I’ve had my 65’ Ford 4100 remanufactured by
him. While not cheap in price, the carb looks and runs as if it is brand new out of the
box so to speak.
Actually it is. I sent him a carburetor (a 4100 series carburetor) which Scott remanufactured and it was completed, sent back to me in less then a week. Bolted it on the 65’
Mustang, cranked and started the engine with zero problems. All I had to do was turn
up my idle a little and that’s all. The engine runs perfectly.
You might be wondering why the “gotta-fish” is related to in the name. Well Scott is
located very near the Mackenzie River and he drift boat fishes plus he’s built the special drift boats to drift the river. Recently a forest fire swept thru his area and burn’t a
lot of properties. Scott had some damage but he and his son have rebuilt and our up
and running. Please take a look at Scott’s site, it’s excellent!
Next, Brakes… or more specifically brake parts and systems. GPS/Leeds Automotive
over in Buffalo New York has some great products for our Mustangs, Shelby’s, and
Cobra’s. www.gpsbrakes.com They also go by: info@leedsbrakes.com That’s
their tech line. Phone line: 726-852-2139. This is their Expert Tech Advice. I just purchased a replacement plus upgraded brake master cylinder for Cyn’s 66.’ Old one was partially failing (leaking seals). The folks there at GPS/Leeds sent
me one two day shipping Fedex, and it is now in the car, brakes are great!
Island Brake and Alignment Inc., 98-019 Kam Hwy, Aiea, HI., 96701, 808-488-6521 (Owner is Derek), did the master
cylinder R & R and complete brake flush. Can’t say enough great stuff’s about Derek. He is THE brake & alignment guy
★★★★★
to go to! Prices are very reasonable. Internet rating: Five Stars!
Finally, I can’t say enough good things to
say about rockauto.com I have found all of
the parts I’ve purchased at Rock Auto to be
priced less than the rest, but the best quality
level part(s), and ship it to me for the fastest
& lowest cost. Their trick in the parts business is they use powerful computers to find
these parts and ship them out.
Finally, for the vintage cars: Pertronix Ignition parts can be found at cjmustang.com
another good site. Next month I’ll fill you in
about this system. For now gang, when the
opportunity strikes, do get out an about in
your pony!
alohamustang.org
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MCA Notes by Mike Calabrese

Show Schedule (sampling):
(National Show) Apr 1-4: MCA 45th Anniversary Celebration: Road Atlanta, Braselton, GA; www.motorsportreg.com
(National Show) Sep 3-5: The Great Mustang Roundup: Mustang, OK; www.okmustangclub.com
(Regional Event) May 2: Mustang and Ford Show; Woodland, CA; Mustang Owners Club of California;
www.mustangownersofca.org
Bits from the Mustang Times
Same Name – Different Meaning: For those of us that are fans of the Fox-Body Mustangs, when we hear the
term T-5, we automatically think of the Borg-Warner 5-speed manual transmission. The T5 is the longest running five speed overdrive, standard shift transmission spanning more than 30 years of production. But there is
another T-5 associated with the Mustang, and it’s not a part; it’s the whole car. Mustang exports to Germany
could not bear the Mustang name since it belonged to the truck manufacturer Krupp. Ford chose to use the T-5
from the early Mustang development program for those exports. Many were sold to servicemen overseas and
made their way back to the U.S. when they returned.
New Collectibles: There are a new batch of “collectible” Mustangs rolling across the auction blocks lately. Most
are less than 20 years old, and they include modern Bullitt Mustangs, 2012/13 Boss 302s, 50th Anniversary cars,
and the factory Shelby GT-350s that were reintroduced in 2015. Many are extremely low mileage (under 100
miles) and fetching $75-$100K prices. Following right behind them in gaining popularity are the Fox Body
Mustangs and independent tuner cars such as the Saleen and Roush versions. So if you bought one and put it
away for safe keeping, you may just have made a smart investment. But I like to drive them too much.
McLaren Mustangs: I have been aware of the existence of the McLaren Mustangs for a while, and even brought
one to Mustang Madness in 1997 for a friend. Those cars were converted from the coupe to a 2-seater convertible by ASC. What I did not know about was how early McLaren got into the Mustang game. There are a few
great articles on the M81 (stands for McLaren 1981) and a Q&A with Bob Fehan, the M81 Fabricator. It proved
to be a very interesting read.
New Summit Racing Offering: Summit now offers a deluxe front suspension rebuild kit for 1965-69 Mustangs under a single part number. Visit www.summitracing.com or call (800) 230-3030.
Join the Mustang Club of America
Full Membership $50.00 for one year
Digital Membership $35.00 for one year
Associate Membership $25.00 for one year
Visit www.mustang.org or call 850-438-0626

alohamustang.org
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Old School Manifold Swap by Dennis Saiki
Like many of you, this past year allowed me to spend more time on
my never ending work on my car. I’ve already written about a few
of my projects and maybe by writing about these, you will feel
embolden to write about yours. We may even pick up a few new
idea and tips along with some mistakes to avoid.
My most recent project was to remove my Weber carburetors and
install a single 600 cfm four barrel. What!! ? My now, older more
cautious self, realized that part of the reason I wasn’t driving my
car more (besides it being always under construction) was because I
worried about restarting my car after it heated up. It always felt like
it was flooding and my nightmare was being stuck in traffic in the
middle of an intersection and not being able to restart the car. I
made a return line to my gas tank, made sure fuel pressure was 3
psi, changed jets and air correctors and even the venturis on my
carbs and even shut off my electric fuel pump 20 seconds before
turning off the ignition. Maybe if someone really KNEW how to set
photos by Dennis Saiki
up those things, it wouldn’t guzzle my expensive gasoline or make
me feel so helpless. Sometimes I could swear that the gas gauge was directly connected to my gas pedal
where it would move whenever I pressed the gas. But those Weber 48s did look nice. I’ve had them on my
car for 10 years now and I had to change manifolds when I went from my 392 to a 302 engine so I knew I
could handle the swap, but I still was concerned about getting everything right.
I’ve removed my distributor several times before and have reset the timing, so that wasn’t a problem. I removed my hood so I could easily work close to the firewall and get at all the bolts and screws easily. I wanted to remove the old manifold with the carbs attached so I wouldn’t have to mess with the linkage that synchronized the four carburetors. Removing stuff is always the easy part. Then I stuffed every port in the heads
with wadded paper towels and covered the valley carefully while cleaning off any old residue.
What I did discover as I never noticed before, was that the geniuses at Ford drilled the manifold mounting
holes vertically in the heads, so if you place four studs in the heads, you could actually install the manifold
blindfolded. I just cut off the heads of four 3 x 5/16-18 bolts I had lying around and cut slots in the top to
ease removal. No worries about the gasket moving. Toss the front and rear valley gaskets and just add a thick
bead of Permatex instead, replace the studs with the manifold bolts and torque it down in its peculiar order.
This time I used an inch/pound torque wrench set at about 216 inch/lbs for the aluminum heads because my
foot/pound wrench wouldn’t do 18 lbs, so it used to be more like “tight enough”!
I replaced the dreaded short water pump to thermostat housing hose and used the NAPA heavy duty clamps
that tighten on a stainless band rather than the hose directly. This, without a doubt, was the hardest part of the
whole manifold swap, fitting human fingers behind the billet AC compressor bracket trying to attach a hose
that is too long AND too short if you know what I mean!
continue on next page

alohamustang.org
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continued from page 9

Old School Manifold Swap by Dennis Saiki
As advertised, the Edelbrock carb runs perfectly,
straight
out of the box. I only touched the fast idle
G
screw on linkage. Another thing I didn’t know is that
the Edelbrock 14 inch air cleaner hits the MSD distributor so I had to order an offset base for it.
So now, the air in my garage is clear even if I let the
engine idle for 5 or 10 minutes. It used to be a hazy
grey choking atmosphere just after a couple of minutes before the swap. And now I can be on the road
cruising, but I first just need to change the….

photos by Dennis Saiki

Possible General Membership Meeting Place by Scot Shimamura

Under the restaurant is a large open air lanai with a spectacular view of
Pearl Harbor anytime of the day.

photos by Scot Shimamura

alohamustang.org
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As you may be aware, our old meeting place,
IHOP, has closed permanently. Luckily, we
learned through Cars & Coffee that Restaurant 604 (just past the Arizona Memorial and
just a mile away from IHOP) is a fantastic
place to eat, watch sports and just hang
out. There’s infinitely more parking than
IHOP, the venue is on federal property so
there’s more security, the menu offerings are
great and the prices are very reasonable. The
downstairs meeting area is open air with ceiling fans and three large screen TVs. And the
view is AWESOME day or night and they
want our business! Looking forward to having great times there!
There are two large screen televisions, ceiling
fans and if you are lucky there are HUGE fish
that come right up to the rocks. There is seating for 50 with plenty of space between the
tables. When the pandemic is over there is
probably enough room for 80+.

The Corner by Darryn Dela Vega
Who said mom’s can’t enjoy “Their” day in the shop and
turn the wrench! The Mother’s Mechanic Day!
Noe was a great sport in helping put on new tires and
rims on the Shelby! We did the work at Kaneohe
Marine Base’s Five-O Motors. Doing the work
built up our appetite...for Haleiwa Joe’s Kaneohe
for dinner!
Happy Mother's Day to everyone!

Here’s what’s going on on the AMSCH FB Group Page...now with 228 members!
visit: Aloha Mustang & Shelby Club of Hawaii

Check out The Aloha Mustang & Shelby Club of Hawaii Facebook Group Page

alohamustang.org
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Modern Ford Corner by Chad Iwasaki

I came across an interesting link on Coyote engines that I’d like to share,
please visit:
https://lmr.com/products/differences-between-mustang-5-0-coyote-engines

Interesting Mustangs by Maurice Kondo

Top right photo: You can pick any color Mustang Convertible as long as it’s red with white top!
Bottom right photo: Ad from April 24, 1964 Imagine what a 64 Beatles Album is worth today !
If it was the first album which came out Jan 1964 - Click to find out:
https://www.whatsellsbest.com/news-stories/2012/07/beatles-record.html
alohamustang.org
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Aloha Mustang & Shelby Club of Hawaii-Membership
Join the Fun!
The Aloha Mustang and Shelby Club of Hawaii arranges a number of events all year long including regular
monthly meetings, nationally recognized car shows, banquets, cruises, charity events, picnics and more!
Members receive an award winning newsletter, discounts at selected club events, vendor discounts and a
variety of fun activities.
The Aloha Mustang and Shelby Club of Hawaii
This club recognizes all FORD MUSTANGS from April 1964 to the present and the 1965 to 1970 SHELBY
MUSTANGS built by SHELBY AMERICAN, INC.
A Brief History
In 1974, the automobile makers temporarily suspended the manufacturing of all convertible models. A number of early Ford Mustang owners, who were providing their cars for parades, got together socially to start a
Mustang car club. In 1979, the Aloha Mustang and Shelby Club of Hawaii was chartered. Since then the club
has been involved with numerous activities for its members and has supported a variety of charities.

Membership
Sign up online using a credit card or PayPal using your computer. If you are using your mobile device you may pay with
credit card, PayPal, or Venmo. To do this click here to go to our online registration page.
If paying by check, complete form and make check payable to:
Aloha Mustang & Shelby Club of Hawaii
P.O. Box 10161
per $30
Honolulu, Hawaii 96816
per perso
Jul1 year n
To contact our board, please go to https://alohamustang.org/contact/ and fill out the contact form.
-Ju
Membership dues are $30.00 per person per year (July 1st through June 30th).
n3
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Aloha Mustang and Shelby Club of Hawaii
Membership Application
(Mustang or Shelby ownership is not required for membership)
Primary Member

Date:

First Name:

Last Name:

Address:

City:

Phone 1:

Home Work Cell

month / year

State:

Zip:

Phone 2:

Home Work Cell

Email:
Date of Birth:

month / day

Anniversary:

month / day

Additional Member(s)
First Name

Last Name

Date of Birth:

Email:

Color

Special (GT, Cobra, Shelby)

(only if different from primary member)
(only if different from primary member)
(only if different from primary member)

Mustang and Shelby Information
Year

Body Type

