
Dennis	has	asked	me	to	do	a	write-up	on	my	Mustang	for	this	month’s	Pony	Express.	So,	I’m	sure	many	
of	you	are	thinking	“wait…	Harry	has	a	Mustang???		I’ve	never	seen	it”.	Well,	yeah,	it’s	been	hibernating	
in	the	garage	for	several	years	waiting	on	me	to	fix	a	few	things	to	get	it	back	on	the	road.		And,	since	it	
has	been	several	years,	the	to-do	list	is	getting	longer	all	the	time.		

The	Mustang	I	own	is	a	1968	California	Special,	also	known	as	a	GT/CS.	(I’ll	explain	what	a	GT/CS	is	in	a	
minute.)	Mine	left	the	San	Jose	factory	with	white	paint,	a	289	2V,	C4	automatic	transmission,	drum	
brakes	and	standard	interior	(don’t	remember	the	color).	It’s	currently	resale	red	(which	has	oxidized	
nicely)	with	black	stripes,	black	standard	interior,	the	original	numbers-matching	289	is	still	there	but	
has	been	rebuilt	with	a	mild	cam	and	4V	intake	and	either	a	Holley	or	Edelbrock	carb.	The	original	C4	is	
also	still	there	and	has	been	rebuilt		I	have	also	upgraded	to	front	disk	brakes	and	a	9”	3.25:1	rear	end	
out	of	another	GT/CS	I	came	across	that	is	mostly	rust.	

In	1968,	California	Ford	dealers	were	selling	lots	of	Mustangs.	As	a	reward	for	selling	so	many	
Mustangs,	Ford	made	a	special	edition	for	California	called	the	California	Special	or	GT/CS,	along	with	
the	marketing	slogan	“California	Made	it	Happen”.	The	GT/CS	was	an	appearance	package	only	built	at	
the	San	Jose	assembly	plant	that	consisted	of:	

• Coupe	body	style	(no	convertible	or	fastbacks)	

• Blacked	out	grille	with	fog	lights	(no	running	horse	emblem)	

• Fiberglass	trunk	lid	and	quarter	extensions	like	a	Shelby	

• ’65	Thunderbird	taillights	(non-sequential)	

• Special	badging	and	striping	

• Side	scoops	(non-functional)	

• Quarter	turn	hood	locks	

• Any	engine	and	transmission	available	on	the	Mustang	

There	were	3,867	total	GT/CS	built	in	1968.		They	were	sold	in	California,	and	were	also	sold	in	other	
markets	including	Kansas	City,	Dallas,	Salt	Lake,	Seattle,	Phoenix	and	Canada.	There	are	also	some	
“High	Country	Specials”	for	the	Denver	Market	that	are	almost	identical,	but	with	a	decal	on	the	side	
scoops	and	no	“California	Special”	emblems	on	the	quarter	panels.	The	GT/CS	name	was	revived	by	
Ford	in	2006	and	later	years.
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Executive Board Officers 
President - Dennis Saiki


808-255-9055/dksaiki@hawaii.rr.com


Vice-President - Les Hirano

leshirano@gmail.com


 

Secretary - Alan Zane

atfzane@gmail.com


Treasurer - Ed Chow

808-381-7126/happyme215@aol.com


Members at Large 
Buzz Willauer


nsh3881@gmail.com


Harry Zisko

harryz@pobox.com


Maurice Kondo

341-6600/mikondo@icloud.com


Scot Shimamura

554-1005/shimamurascot@gmail.com


Jim Branchaud

808-782-8021/jbranchaud@hawaii.rr.com


Volunteers 
Parade Coordinator


Ed Chow

808-381-7126/happyme215@aol.com


Membership Chairman

Les Hirano


leshirano@gmail.com


Publicity•SAAC Report•Web Site

Don Johnston


808-395-0604/duck@hawaiiantel.net


MCA Report

Mike Calabrese


mrmustangaz@gmail.com


Social Media

Scot Shimamura


554-1005/fordaloha427@gmail.com


Tech Input

Buzz Willauer


nsh3881@gmail.com


Sunshine

Debbie Saiki


denndebsaiki@gmail.com


Photographer

Darryl Yamane


ddyamane@gmail.com


Aloha Pony Express Newsletter

Jade DeBone


alohaponyexpress@gmail.com

Our apologies for missing some member’s 
birthdays and anniversarys.

Please be sure that you are up-to-date with your 
dues and that we have your current information. 
(birthday, anniversary, contact info, car info. .etc.)


Membership is from July 1st to June 30th.

Contact Ed: happyme215@aol.com

https://www.facebook.com/search/str/
aloha+mustang+and+shelby+club+of+hawaii/keywords_search?
epa=SEARCH_BOX

fordaloha427@gmail.com alohamustang.org

VolunteersCelebrationsOfficiers

Happy Anniversary!

March 
Chris DeBone 
Chad Iwasaki
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Aloha New Member 
Steven Berkoff

Mahalo for Renewing 
 Clayton Fukuda

Brandon Fukuda


Devin Jorah

Roger & Masako Bellinger
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President’s Message by Dennis Saiki

Aloha Members, 

There was no right time for one to schedule a replacement knee operation so I just decided to do it as 
soon as possible. I hoped that I would have enough recovery time to be back on the floor for the First 
Hawaiian Auto Show and with only a few finishing touches to my car. And here we are right now in this 
pandemic situation with so much to think about that a car show is the furthest thing from our minds. 

I hope that by the end of my term as president in June we will look back and say, “Whew, we dodged 
that!” or at least start seeing a more positive outcome to the pandemic. But until then I want for us to take 
a step back and shift into neutral and coast for a while. Since the officials are discouraging public 
gatherings, which I think makes perfect sense, I asked a few people to write articles about their cars or 
even their lives, with pictures, so we can get to know each other a little better through our newsletter. 
Hopefully, we’ll be having our most interesting, informative issues ahead. So now I am asking ALL 
members now to take a few minutes (or hours) to submit articles for the next couple of months, hopefully 
along with photos, and simply email it to Jade. We’ll leave it to her to choose the articles to fit. 

We already know Jade professionally assembles what has to be one of the best newsletters in the country 
but hopefully we can now use it as the basis of our club activity during these trying times. Let’s turn our 
club into a virtual mode and continue having fun. Gee, I wonder if I should ask Jade about all this first? 

Dennis

http://alohamustang.org
mailto:alohaponyexpress@gmail.com?subject=newsletter
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Minutes by Alan Zane

The minutes of the January 2020 meeting and the Treasurer's report were approved as published in the February Newsletter


Past Event

Appreciation Night (aka Date Nite), February 15, 2020 - An enjoyable evening of socialization was well attended at 
the Eating House 1849 in the International Market Place.  Members had an opportunity to express their 
appreciation to their "significant other" for their support of our interest in Shelby and Mustang vehicles.


New Events:

Announcement was made of Board decisions to NOT participate in two invitational events:

  Craft Beer Brewer's Association Car Show

  Kalaeloa Experimental Aircraft Association Fly In Car Show


First Hawaiian International Auto Show, March 27-29, 2020 - Don reviewed his detailed coverage of this event as 
published in the February Newsletter.  The only significant new detail was the decision for drivers to proceed 
directly to the display floor area, after 2 PM on Roll In Day.


Food Bank Cruise & Eat, April 11, 2020 - Cory is the point of contact, whom is presently off island.  Details will be 
published as they become available.


Mustang Maddness, May 17, 2020 - This event is still in the stages of initial planning and the formulation of a 
dealership promotional agreement.


Other Business

Pay Pal - No new information since last status update.  Harry is continuing to pursue a finalization of this project.


Website Buy and Sell - Harry will create a section on the AMSCH website in which members may submit articles 
for Sale.  The proceeds of each sale will become a direct donation to the AMSCH Treasury.  This concept will 
replace the original idea of a Silent Auction.


Club Officers for FY 2020-2021 - The floor is open for nominations to fill officer and board positions.  A preliminary 
slate has been started but not finalized.  All members are encouraged to assist in moving AMSCH in new and 
exciting directions by expressing their ideas as a Board member.  The tentative slate to date is:

President - Scot

Vice Pres - Cory

Secretary - Les

Treasurer - Harry


Members at Large:

Buzz

Ed

Maurice

Dennis

Chad


Meeting Adjourned @ 7:50 PM


Submitted by 

Alan Zane

Secretary

AMSCH General Membership Meeting Minutes 
Date:  February 25, 2020 
Location:  IHOP, Waimalu Times Plaza 
Members Present:  20 
Meeting Called to Order:  7:05 PM

mailto:alohaponyexpress@gmail.com?subject=newsletter
http://alohamustang.org
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Treasurer Report by Ed Chow

Submitted by Maurice Kondo

Balance as of February 22, 2020                $2,105.05


INCOME

Membership            $   60.00

Parade                         50.00

Cream Puffs	 	       3.00

Interest	 	         .06


Total income	           $ 123.06


EXPENSE

TAPACOM	 	 $  25.00


Balance as of March 21, 2020                    $2,203.11

Odd 
Interesting 
Mustangs

mailto:alohaponyexpress@gmail.com?subject=newsletter
http://alohamustang.org
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March SAAC Report by Don Johnston

Out of the S.A.A.C.*         January 2018   
By Don Johnston 

*SHELBY AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE CLUB, pronounced “sack” 
  SAAC members, the Winter edition of  
“The Shelby American” is online now.  Just log in 
to: http://saac.memberlodge.com/ and check out the great articles on car 
shows, Shelby employees, special vehicles, commentaries and so much more.   
Also, the SAAC forum site is down for maintenance.  It is privately run, not by 
SAAC.  The main SAAC.com web site is online.  As of today, I have no 
updates on the SAAC Convention in Sonoma, Aug. 3-4-5. 

  Congratulations to former AMSCH member, John Connelly for being the 
2017 Hawaii Realtor of the Year.  You may remember John when he was a 
member for a number of years in the late 1980s and had 1965 Shelby GT350. He 
sold the car to get a house, later came back for a couple of years with a 1966 
HIPO hardtop, but had to let it go as well.  

 Ford is ending the Ford ShelbyGT350 Mustang after the current 2018 
run. For those of you that have one, be sure that you get your Ford supplied oil 
change tool kit.  It is free but you have to order it.  The dealers do not carry the 
special tool for changing the special filter, which must also be ordered for a 
charge as it is not kept in stock. 

 Ford is replacing the GT350 program with a new series of the new Ford Shelby GT500, 
which uses a different 5.2 liter engine.  It is a modified version of the 5.0L Coyote and is super 
charged.  Also there will be a return of the Bullit Mustang and the Ranger pickup truck.  Some 
unveilings will be at the Detroit and New York Auto Show. 
 Not to be outdone, Shelby American is coming out with a 
couple of new toys.  The new Super Snake series uses the Ford 
5.2 Coyote engine.  The numerous details are at: 
http://www.shelby.com/images/pdf/17SuperSnake-Web.pdf 

     Plus: Shelby American is doing 
a limited continuation of the 
legendary 1968 GT500KR. 
It will use original 1968 
convertible (10 each) and fastback 
(10 each) with their Ford VIN, not 
a reproduction body from 
Revology Cars or Dynacon. It will 

be Shelby parts modified just like the originals were but with have 
a 427c.i. engine from Shelby Engines (from Denbeste) instead of a 
428 c.i. Police Interceptor used in the original.  The KR is only 
available through Shelby American.  
The first one will be unveiled at Barret Jackson in Scottsdale, 
Arizona this month. 
 I hope to be able to check the new Las Vegas factory toys in early February when Carol 
and I go there.                                           See ya. 

 

*SHELBY AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE CLUB, pronounced “sack”

saac.com

Out of the S.A.A.C.*             March 2020 
By Don Johnston 

*SHELBY AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE CLUB, pronounced “sack”  
Web site:  www.saac.com 
  With all the CoVid-19 concern and the shutdown of many local and national operations and 
events until the end of April, many are wondering about the status of the SAAC-45 Convention 
in mid-June in Indianapolis.  Here is the current bulletin from SAAC: 

Update from HQ for SAAC 45 
As of today, March 17, 2020 SAAC has NO plans to postpone, cancel or modify SAAC-45 at Indy 
June 17 - 19. 
If we do cancel the event, it will most likely be because we are forced to by the track or by a third 
party (I'm looking at you Gov. Holcomb). 
If you have not yet registered for the convention, go to www.saac45.com  and register. We hope to 
see you there. 

Here is the current information about the hotels and registration:  
SAAC-45 June 17 - 19, 2020 
Registration is Open.    Note: hotel rooms are filling fast. 
Please go to www.saac45.com, review what is there, and 
click on the red "Register Now" button when you are ready to register. 

Some highlights: 
Indy - need we say more? 

Open Track on Wednesday and Thursday mornings. 
 
Wednesday Special Parade Lap is on the Indy Oval 
at 100 mph behind a 2020 C8 Corvette pace car. 
(helmet required).   
 

 
Wednesday night social 
will be at the Indy 
Museum 
 

Special Evening Buffet dinner program 
Autocross is being added this year for the first time in years. 
Concours and Popular Vote car shows. Plus a wacky Le Mans start competition. 
All the details are at: www.saac45.com/   

News from Shelby American, Las Vegas:  production and sales operations continue, however, 
the Heritage Center tours and gift shop are closed to the public for now.             See ya… 

mailto:alohaponyexpress@gmail.com?subject=newsletter
http://alohamustang.org
http://www.saac.com
http://www.saac.com
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MCA Notes by Mike Calabrese

First, as of this submission there has been no formal blanket cancellation of MCA events due to 
COVID-19. I expect that most if not all will be affected for the next couple of months. Many of these 
events are coordinated locally by a regional chapter, so I would not expect an announcement from the 
MCA at the national level. If you are interested in a specific event, its best to check with the host club. 

Now for a little clarification from last month. While the Bullitt Mustang did fetch $3.74 million, the 
hammer price was $3.4M and the 10% buyer fee brought it to $3.74M. I am still wowed! Also selling 
at the auction was one of the eleven Eleanor Mustangs built for the Gone in 60 Seconds remake. It 
brought a hammer price of $852,500, but no one really noticed because of the Bullitt. 

Talking about rare ponycars, both the Green Hornet and Little Red have been fully restored. These are 
the only Mustang Hardtops to bear the Shelby nameplate and were produced as experimental 
prototypes. The Green Hornet sports an independent rear suspension, while Little Red has a 
supercharger under the hood. I’m sure that these and the Bullitt excitement will bring other rare metal 
out of hiding. 

The MCA website has a store with a large selection of apparel. There are many women’s items 
available that are normally hard to find. Some of the available items are leftovers from MCA events 
and are priced very reasonably. I saw $2 ballcaps and $3 shirts, as well as car care products, window 
stickers, and license plates. Check it out. 

Did you know that MCA Members may run up to two (2) Non-Commercial 55-word ads at a time for No Charge. 

For The 2020 National Show Schedule: 

(Spirit of the West) Rescheduled from March to 8-11 October 2020, Tucson, AZ (If you made 
reservations, do not cancel. The resort will shift at your request) www.oldpueblomustangclub.org  

(National Mustang Show) May 29-31 Eureka Springs, AR www.midwestblueoval.club  

(Nickel City Mustang Roundup) 31 Jul – 2 Aug Buffalo, NY www,wnymustang.org 

(Rockets & Rays Grand Nationals) Sep 4-6 Melbourne, FL http://spacecoastmustang.club 

(Regional) Sep 15; Ponies at the Pike 23rd Annual Mustang & Ford Show by Beach Cities Mustang Club 
at Shoreline Aquatic, Long Beach, CA http://www.poniesatthepike.com  

(Regional) Oct 19: 40th Anniversary Show at Mesa, AZ Copper State Mustang Club. 
www.copperstatemustangclub.com  

MCA member benefits associated with membership, visit the new website at mustang.org

http://www.oldpueblomustangclub.org
http://www.midwestblueoval.club
http://www.copperstatemustangclub.com
http://alohamustang.org
http://www.oldpueblomustangclub.org
http://www.midwestblueoval.club
http://www.copperstatemustangclub.com
mailto:alohaponyexpress@gmail.com?subject=newsletter


alohamustang.org �8 alohaponyexpress@gmail.com

Tech Input by Buzz Willauer

For this issue of Pony Express, thought it would be timely to discuss travel as needed and some of the 
“things” to try and stay virus free as much as possible. First, as usual any reference to products 
mentioned is purely my own advice. I have no connection in any way with any items.   

Okay, having stated that let’s talk about some small but significant ways you can keep this virus thing at 
bay. If You must travel, suggest carrying a small bottle of anti-bacterial gel. When you enter your vehicle 
wipe the door handle with small amount of gel. Wipe any surface or knob last touched and or 
manipulated prior trip with a little gel or if you have a tub you carry of Clorox Disinfecting Wipes, use 
those.    

Once You arrive at a store for example, take a few wipes with you. When opening doors at the place 
you're visiting, use one of your wipes. If the door is a push into type, don’t touch the handle but push the 
door with your fist way up high away from where the handle is located. Once you’ve completed the visit 
& return to your vehicle, use a little anti-bacterial gel on the door handle or a wipe if you have any. 

So how about obtaining fuel? If you use the Big Box pumps, recommend you have disposable nitrile 
gloves to handle the nozzle. Pay how you normally do but wipe your card(s) after use with wipes. Then 
handle the dispensing pump nozzle with gloves on. Once done, put the nossle back in the holder, close 
the fuel door, don’t forget your receipt. Remove your gloves per medical procedure discard them. You 
don’t need to wipe your door handle since you recently did so. 

Obviously there are other procedures that you can practice to keep this virus distant from you. You all be 
safe, limit your outings, communicate via message or email, enjoy being at home on your stay-home-
vacation. If You need to go to work, practice the above sanitizing suggestions. For now all you great 
folks be good, be safe, take care!

mailto:alohaponyexpress@gmail.com?subject=newsletter
http://alohamustang.org
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General Membership meetings and club events have been cancelled till further notice, 
to abide to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines. See guidelines on page 17.

HAWAII CONVENTION CENTER 
MARCH 27-29, 2020 

~ by Don Johnston

Cancelled

2020 FIRST HAWAIIAN MOTOR CON

OTHER CLUB EVENTS ALSO CANCELLED

Hawaii
ness

mustang
FOOD BANK CRUISE

BLOOD DRIVE      CAR SHOW

till futher notice.

2020 First Hawaiian International Auto Show 
Hawaii Convention Center, March 27-29, 2020 

-Don Johnston 
Has been cancelled.  According to Hawaii Auto Dealers Association and Motor Trend 
Productions, it will not be rescheduled for this year but will be back in 2021.   When Governor 
Ige declared a moratorium on large group venues and the need for only small gatherings to 
help control the spread of the CoVid-19 virus, the Hawaii Convention Center was closed 
indefinitely for events.  It was not possible to re-schedule the First Hawaiian Motor Con for later 
in the year. 
 
Thank you to all who volunteered to enter their Fords and to those who were to work in the 
booth the days of the event.  And thank you for the AMSCH board for looking out for the best 
interests of the members in deciding to not to go ahead with the show, even before an official 
cancellation was made. We had 21 vehicles ready to participate and numerous club members 
willing to be on site.  For now, we need to remain healthy and safe so we can all get back to our 
club activities in the future when this situation has passed and look forward to next years show. 

http://alohamustang.org
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Some AMSCH members have asked us to share a bit of Michele and my trip to South America. I think 
it was more about our pictures of which we took over 3000. Thank goodness for free digital film! 

This was a cruise-of-a-lifetime around the southern end of the South America. After taking about 15 
hours on three first class flights we arrived in Buenos Aires Argentina. We arrived two days early for 
our cruise to acclimate and tour this wonderful city. 

Our cruise itinerary would take us from Bueno Aires to the port city of San Antonio (Santiago) Chile. 
Once boarded and heading south, we initially made stops at Montevideo Uruguay, Puerto Madryn 
Argentina and Port Stanley the Falkland Islands. At Port Stanley we visited a large penguin rookery. 
Our drivers, to and from, gave us a rich history lesson of the Falklands, particularly the 1982 ‘war 
zones’ that we were passing through.  

From the Falklands, we crossed over Drake’s Passage south to the Antarctic Peninsula. The cruise 
ship took us up and down the western side of the peninsula between the major islands of Anvers 
and Brabant for four days. The weather was on our side with temperatures not falling below 30 
degrees and mostly sunny skies affording us spectacular views of the ice. Yes it was cold, but with 
long underwear and snow jackets we were fairly comfortable.  

The sea life was plentiful and incredible. There were so many pods 
of whales feeding in the lake-still waters that it wore us out trying to 
capture the best views from each of the many decks. When we did 
wear ourselves out, we’d return to our lanai and just lounge as the 
scenery passed us by.  

Along with the multitude of whales we saw many penguins and sea 
lions riding the minor icebergs we passed. The ship had geo-scientists 
riding along with us that gave frequent talks in the theater and kept us 
informed over the loud speakers when we pass points of interest.  

On one day we picked-up a group that work at the United States 
Palmer station. They gave talks and took questions about ‘life on the 
ice’. It was all very informative. On the last day, wind and waves 
forced the captain to shorten our course to avoid fast moving 
icebergs, one being a mile long and approximately 700 feet tall. It 
was MAMOOTH! 

Crossing north once again, over Drake’s Passage, we encountered 
about 12 hours of rough seas during night and early morning. 
Breakfast chatter the next morning was punctuated by tells of how 
bad it was in “our part of the ship”.  Michele and I had one of the two 
most forward cabins on the ship.  So our experience was that of 
rising off the bed with each fall of the bow. I reminisced about my 
Navy days at sea riding out Pacific typhoons. Michele was less 
amused! 

Cruise-of-a-Lifetime 
-by Jim Branchaud

photos by Jim Branchaud

Continue on next page
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After a quick visit to nearby Cape Horn the captain treated us to an 
early arrival at Ushuaia Argentina. He felt we would enjoy 
celebrating new year’s eve and day on terra firma after the 
“exciting” night on Drake’s crossing. It was fun to start the new 
decade in this, The Most Southern City in the World. On New 
Year’s day we took a tour on a short historic train ride through 
Tierra del Fuego National Park. Billed as “The Train To The End of 
The World”, it was scenic and informative, but not at the end of the 
world (smile). During a short walkabout in the city we discovered 
that “everything” was closed on this first day of the new year. 

After 24 hours in Ushuaia we headed back to open ocean, through 
Glacier Alley. The very narrow passage allowed us to get up and 
personal with eight of the largest southern glaciers. This was 
exciting for us because our cabin and lanai was on the right side of 
the ship to afford us the best views without leaving our lounge 
chairs. 

Passing through Beagle Channel we headed for our next stop at 
Punta Arenas Chile. An interesting small port city, that we spent 
touring on foot. 

Next were sea days taking us through the Straits of Magellan, 
Canal Sarmiento, Brujo Glacier and the Chilean Fjords.  The 
shoreline scenery along the way was incredible. 

With additional stops at Puerto Chacabuco, Castro Isla Chiloe, 
and Puerto Montt, we continued north adding one more sea day 
before arriving in San Antonio.

photos by Jim Branchaud

Continue on next page
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Once landed, we headed to the Santiago International airport for a flight to Lima Peru. In Lima, 
we immediately boarded a short flight to Cuzco Peru.  

In Cuzco we were personally guided to our hotel. After a wonderful dinner it was early to bed 
for an early start to see the Sacred Valley of the Incas as we made our way to the village of 
Urubamba. Our Urubamba accommodations were unexpectedly first class. Riding through 
rustic villages and woods, we landed in an oasis of incredible elegance.  We wished we could 
have spent more than the 15 hours we did. 

At 6 a.m. a driver collected us for a short 19 minute ride to the nearby train station. Once there, 
he checked us in and instructed us on the procedure for boarding the RIGHT train to Aguas 
Caliente (Machu Picchu). One hour and thirty minutes of dome car travel we were dazzled by 
all that we saw enroute. 

In Aquas Caliente we were collected at the station by our guide for the day, Marco. Marco, is a 
nine year Machu Picchu tour guide veteran and was ‘local’ born in the area. He would guide us 
up to the Machu Picchu ruins. Very informative, his patience with our not-so-limber movement 
was much appreciated. He must have enjoyed our company as well. Our two and half hour tour 
of the Machu Picchu ruins became three hours forty five minutes and he didn’t flinch at joining 
us for lunch after. 

Machu Picchu: We read all that we could, saw all the pictures, viewed all the YouTube videos 
but none of it still was enough to prepare us for that first step up to view the ruins from a high 
lookout. There were many others touring the spacious ruins, but it was still silent and cosmic. It 
took a long time for us to take our second breath.

photos by Jim Branchaud

Continue on next page
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Marco guided us through the paths and alleyways of Machu Picchu stopping frequently to give 
us a breath. At 7900 feet, we labored to keep up.  Along the way Marco pointed out the many 
wonders of the city’s construction and living conditions. Surrounded by step terraces we had to 
marvel at what it took to march up and down all the many hundreds of stairs daily. 

I could write on just about our Machu Picchu experience, but I promised a short piece. 

Once again down to the village of Aguas Caliente, we checked into our hotel for the evening. 
The next morning we wandered through the streets, alleys and shops of this bustling village. 
Crowded with hikers, campers, and causal tourists from all over the world it was a great place 
to people watch while we waited for our return train ride. 

On that train ride back to Urubamba we were entertained by a local Peruvian fashions show 
and dancers. The time passed quickly. In Urubamba we were greeted by a driver that would 
return us back up 11,000 feet to Cuzco. It was a pitch-black 2 hour ride on a two lane winding 
road that was heavily with weekend travelers. With a small amount of passenger ‘jitters’ we 
arrived at our hotel late and exhausted. 

No sleep for the weary! Up early again for our Cuzco city tour, we were less than enthusiastic. 
As the morning wore on we rose to the occasion and took more interest in our guided tour. 
Mabel was our guide two days earlier so we had the comfort in knowing her expert guiding 
abilities.  Once again a ‘local’ from the area, she shared stories of her family life between the 
tour’s points of interest. It was a truly personal experience. Cuzco’s history is long with Inca 
ruling many hundreds of years. The Spanish conquest sadly covered much of their culture and 
the city that thrived there before. 

Once back to the hotel, we quickly recovered our bags for the flight back to the Lima 
International Airport.  Fortunately our travel agent had booked our stay all the way to the 1 a.m. 
flight the next day. Once in our room we closed the drapes and ‘crash landed’ for 14 hours of 
sleep. The entire next day we did nothing but relax. The Westin Hotel is connected to the Lima 
airport terminal so we could venture out without even leaving the buildings. First order of 
business was to find some American fast food. Amazingly the very busy food court had 
McDonalds, Dunkin Donuts, Papa John’s Pizza and KFC. We had looked forward to a REAL 
hamburger throughout our adventure, so it was a Happy Meal for us. 

We boarded our United flight, made up our beds and were fast to sleep for the return to 
Houston then Honolulu.  

mailto:alohaponyexpress@gmail.com?subject=newsletter
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I	 think	 the	 last	 time	 I	 drove	my	 car	 during	 a	 club	 event	 was	 to	 Paul	
Olivas’	 funeral	 in	 Mililani.	 Even	 then,	 I	 probably	 had	 to	 hastily	
reassemble	my	 car	 because	 I	 have	 never	 been	 able	 to	 leave	 it	 as	 is.	
When	possible,	I	spend	3	to	4	hours	a	day	doing	something	to	it.	Here	
are	my	latest	three	projects.	

My	 Side	 View	 Mirrors.	 	 Many	 of	 you	 remember	 my	 hidden	 video	
camera	 I	used	 in	 lieu	of	a	passenger	side	mirror	with	a	video	monitor	
mounted	to	my	dash.	Well,	I	could	not	safely	rely	on	that	in	real	traffic	
especially	if	I	didn’t	have	a	passenger	to	verify	my	lane	change.	So	right	
before	Mustang	MADDness	 last	 year	 I	 stuck	 on	 a	 couple	 of	 Hyundai	
Sonata	 rear	 view	mirrors	 I	 saw	 on	 Amazon	 that	was	 inexpensive	 and	
mounted	 it	 to	my	wind	wings	 on	my	 doors.	 Amazingly,	 nobody	 even	
noticed	them	until	I	pointed	them	out	because	nowadays	all	cars	have	
mirrors	jutting	out	of	their	doors.	

My	next	step	was	 to	 tuck	 them	 in	closer	and	to	not	use	 their	original	
mountings.	 I	 cut	 a	 replication	 of	 the	 original	 wind	 wing	 glass	 out	 of	
Plexiglas	 so	 I	 could	 have	 a	 transparent	 easy	 to	work	with	 base	 that	 I	
could	 slide	 out	 of	 the	 frame	 and	 replace	 with	 the	 original	 glass	 if	 I	
needed.	I	then	sawed	the	plastic	housing	of	the	mirror	and	fabricated	a	
mount	on	the	inside	of	the	wing	for	the	mirror	to	be	sturdily	attached.	
This	may	not	be	 the	most	attractive	way	 to	mount	mirrors,	but	 I	was	
once	 complimented	 by	 someone	 who	 appreciated	 home	 made	 over	
professional	finishes	so	that’s	my	excuse.	And	now	my	rear	view	vision	
is	as	good	as	my	daily	driver.	

My	 customized	 front	 valance.	Many	 years	 ago	 I	 slightly	 modified	 my	 front	 valance	 to	 allow	 more	
airflow	to	my	front	mounted	oil	cooler.	It	was	an	unnoticeable	2	inch	cut	and	corresponding	move	of	
my	front	license	plate.	Well	this	time	I	cut	about	an	additional	3	½	x	36	inches	out	of	the	valance	and	
welded	in	a	2	inch	lip	to	stiffen	it.	With	a	lot	of	cutting	,	grinding	and	sanding	I	filled	in	the	space	with	a	
billet	grille	from	a	late	model	GM	truck	and	
rattle	can	painted	 the	project.	 It	 is	as	 they	
say,	 “Pretty	 good	 from	 afar	 but	 far	 from	
good”.	I	like	the	modern	look	though.	

The	 current	 pandemic	would	 have	 offered	
me	 a	 perfect	 excuse	 to	 stay	 in	 the	 garage	
but	 my	 slow	 recovery	 from	 my	 knee	
surgery	is	hampering	me.	We	all	know	how	
contortioning	 this	 work	 can	 be.	 But	 for	
everyone	 else,	 let’s	 all	 stay	 at	 home	 and	
stay	safe	working	on	our	cars!

Three	of	my	latest	projects	for	my	1966	Fastback		-	by	Dennis	Saiki

photos by Dennis Saiki

Continue on next page
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My	relocation	of	my	handbrake	lever.	 	One	of	my	first	projects	on	this	
car	years	ago	was	the	mounting	of	a	Lokar	handbrake	lever	to	the	floor	
between	 the	bucket	 seats.	Now	 I’m	 trying	 to	 fabricate	 a	modern	 style	
center	 console	 with	 arm	 rest,	 cup	 holders	 and	 switch	 panel	 and	 the	
brake	 lever	was	now	 in	 the	way.	 I	needed	 to	move	 it	 forward	about	4	
inches	 and	 about	 3	 inches	 to	 the	 left.	 This	 required	 building	 up	 the	
transmission	tunnel	as	I	am	currently	doing.	

I	had	previously	relocated	my	battery	to	my	non	-	existent	“back	seat”	
but	have	now	rerouted	the	1/0	awg	battery	cable	through	the	interior	of	
the	 car	 and	 along	 the	 frame	 right	 up	 to	 a	 terminal	 near	 the	 starter	
solenoid.	Anyone	familiar	with	early	Mustangs	know	that	the	front	seat	

riser	 or	 “empty	 box”	 is	 part	 of	 the	
floorpan	 and	 is	 a	 convenient	 route	 for	
the	 battery	 cables	 especially	 since	 the	
new	location	for	my	main	fuse	panel	will	be	behind	the	passenger	seat	
on	the	floor.	I	got	tired	of	trying	to	locate	a	fuse	or	trace	wiring	under	
the	 dashboard	 or	 even	 in	 my	 current	 glovebox	 mounting.	 The	 rear	
footwell	will	contain	all	of	the	wiring	and	electronics	in	one	convenient	
location	and	can	be	accessed	while	sitting	on	a	stool	outside	the	car.	
The	 1/0	 ground	 cable	 has	 a	master	 disconnect	 switch	 on	 the	 center	
console	before	running	forward	close	to	the	engine	ground	strap.	

We	all	 know	the	horrible	 feeling	of	a	malfunction	when	you’re	miles	
away	from	home	so	anything	 I	can	do	to	 lessen	that	apprehension	 is	
worth	doing.

Since we will not be having any club events for a few months, we 
surely could use some good articles about your car, your future car, 
your dream car, your project car, your car dings, your spouse’s car, 
your spouse’s future car, your spouse’s dream car, your spouse’s 
project car, yourself, your pets, your spouse, your children, your 
travels, items for sale or want ads, or even just funny selfies for this 
newsletter! Really! Just submit anything cool to help make this 
newsletter a little more interesting and fun during these trying times.                                          
email to:   alohaponyexpress@gmail.com

WANTED!
contents • stories • photos 

photos by Dennis Saiki
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BETTER SAFE THAN SORRY 
Events have been cancelled due to the 
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General Membership meetings and club events have been cancelled till further 
notice to abide to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines.
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• There is currently no vaccine to prevent coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19).

• The best way to prevent illness is to avoid being exposed to this virus.

• The virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person.


◦ Between people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet).

◦ Through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or 

sneezes.

• These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or possibly 

be inhaled into the lungs.

Clean your hands often

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you 

have been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.

• If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 

60% alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

How to Protect Yourself

Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung 
disease or diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from 
COVID-19 illness. Please consult with your health care provider about additional steps you may be 
able to take to protect yourself.

!

Know How it Spreads

Take steps to protect yourself

Avoid close contact

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick

• Put distance between yourself and other people if COVID-19 is spreading in your 

community. This is especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting 
very sick.

Stay home if you’re sick

• Stay home if you are sick, except to get medical care. Learn what to do if you are sick.


Cover coughs and sneezes

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or use the inside 

of your elbow.

• Throw used tissues in the trash.

• Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap 

and water are not readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitizer that 
contains at least 60% alcohol.

Take steps to protect others

http://alohamustang.org
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1 5  D AY S  T O  S L O W  T H E  S P R E A D  
Listen to and follow the directions of your STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES.

IF YOU FEEL SICK, stay home. Do not go to work. Contact your medical provider.

IF YOUR CHILDREN ARE SICK, keep them at home. Do not send them to school. Contact your 
medical provider.

IF SOMEONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD PROVIDER HAS TESTED POSITIVE for the coronavirus, 
keep the entire household at home. Do not go to work. Do not go to school. Contact your medical 
provider.

IF YOU ARE AN OLDER PERSON, stay home and away from other people.

IF YOU ARE A PERSON WITH A SERIOUS UNDERLYING HEALTH CONDITION that can put you 
at increased risk (for example, a condition that impairs your lung or heart function or weakens your 
immune system), stay home and away from other people.

To disinfect:
Most common EPA-registered household disinfectants will work. Use disinfectants appropriate for the surface.
Options include:

• Diluting your household bleach.
• To make a bleach solution, mix:

◦ 5 tablespoons (1/3rd cup) bleach per gallon of water
◦ OR
◦ 4 teaspoons bleach per quart of water

• Follow manufacturer’s instructions for application and proper ventilation. Check to ensure the product is 
not past its expiration date. Never mix household bleach with ammonia or any other cleanser. Unexpired 
household bleach will be effective against coronaviruses when properly diluted. 

• Alcohol solutions. 
Ensure solution has at least 70% alcohol.

• Other common EPA-registered household disinfectants. 
• Products with EPA-approved emerging viral pathogens pdf icon  

[7 pages]external icon  
 claims are expected to be effective against COVID-19 based on data for harder to kill viruses. Follow 
the manufacturer’s instructions for all cleaning and disinfection products (e.g., concentration, application 
method and contact time, etc.).

Wear a facemask if you are sick

• If you are sick: You should wear a facemask when you are around other people (e.g., 

sharing a room or vehicle) and before you enter a healthcare provider’s office. If you 
are not able to wear a facemask (for example, because it causes trouble breathing), 
then you should do your best to cover your coughs and sneezes, and people who 
are caring for you should wear a facemask if they enter your room. Learn what to do 
if you are sick.


• If you are NOT sick: You do not need to wear a facemask unless you are caring for 
someone who is sick (and they are not able to wear a facemask). Facemasks may be 
in short supply and they should be saved for caregivers.

Clean and disinfect

• Clean AND disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily. This includes tables, doorknobs, 

light switches, countertops, handles, desks, phones, keyboards, toilets, faucets, and 
sinks.


• If surfaces are dirty, clean them: Use detergent or soap and water prior to disinfection.
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Top Top Mustang Movie Momentsvisit link:

https://www.autotrader.ca/newsfeatures/20180130/top-ford-mustang-movie-moments/
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Primary Member Date:                             month / year

First Name: Last Name:

Address: City: State: Zip:

Phone 1:	                                              Home Work Cell Phone 2:	                                                        Home Work Cell

Email:                   

Date of Birth:	                    month / day Anniversary:	                  month / day

Additional Member(s)

First Name Last Name  Date of Birth: Email:

 (only if different from primary member)

 (only if different from primary member)

(only if different from primary member)

Mustang and Shelby Information 

Year Body Type Color Special (GT, Cobra, Shelby)

Aloha Mustang and Shelby Club of Hawaii 
Membership Application 

(Mustang or Shelby ownership is not required for membership)

Join the Fun! 
The Aloha Mustang and Shelby Club of Hawaii arranges a number of events all year long including 
regular monthly meetings, nationally recognized car shows, banquets, cruises, charity events, picnics 
and more! Members receive an award winning newsletter, discounts at selected club events, vendor 
discounts and a variety of fun activities. 


The Aloha Mustang and Shelby Club of Hawaii 
This club recognizes all FORD MUSTANGS from April 1964 to the present and the 1965 to 1970 
SHELBY MUSTANGS built by SHELBY AMERICAN, INC.


A Brief History 
In 1974, the automobile makers temporarily suspended the manufacturing of all convertible models. 
A number of early Ford Mustang owners, who were providing their cars for parades, got together 
socially to start a Mustang car club. In 1979, the Aloha Mustang and Shelby Club of Hawaii was 
chartered. Since then the club has been involved with numerous activities for its members and has 
supported a variety of charities.

Aloha Mustang & Shelby Club of Hawaii-Membership

MEMBERSHIP 
Please send completed form and check made payable to:


Aloha Mustang & Shelby Club of Hawaii 
P.O. Box 10161


Honolulu, Hawaii 96816

or bring to general membership meeting. Do not mail cash.


Membership dues are $30.00 per person per year (July 1st through June 30th).

You may also sign up online at www.alohamustang.org.

$30

 per person


per year

Jul 1-Jun30
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