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On the Road Again . . .

non-clubAloha

SAAC-44/Pittsburg International Raceway Complex ~ by Chris DeBone

After flying into Boston MA for a few days of historic sightseeing, 
Jade and I rented a 2018 Mustang Convertible (EcoBoost) and 
started our journey towards SAAC-44 in Pittsburgh PA. It was 
calculated to be a 9 hour drive, so we decided to take our time and 
split the road trip over two days. The first stop on our journey was at 
F40 Motorsports in Portland, Connecticut. You may recognize the 
name from the TV show Chasing Classic Cars with Wayne Carini. 
Although Wayne had just left the office before we arrived, we were 
able to check out the showroom full of classic cars and look around 
the areas where they film the episodes. We left a couple of cans of 
Macadamia nuts with the club referral card attached to it. You never 
know, maybe Wayne will sign up as a member?


Our next car related event was turning in our 1st rental car and picking up the 2019 Mustang GT 
Performance Pack 2 that we had on reserve for over 6 months. Well…long story short, the car that we 
had reserved was towed in a few days earlier totally wrecked. The only option was to keep our existing 
4-cylinder EcoBoost convertible or get a hardtop with the same EcoBoost engine. We ultimately 
decided to get the hardtop because convertibles require a roll cage if you are planning to participate in 
the open track events and someone forgot to pack the gas metal arc “MIG” welder. Have you ever had 
that feeling that you forgot to pack something important when you go on a trip?


We finally arrived at the event hotel parking lot just in time to find 
Kei neck deep into his engine bay working on an electrical 
gremlin. Miki and Fred Piluso were in the shade beside the car as 
Kei was bombarded with many gracious offers of assistance from 
other car owners. It was so satisfying to see the outpouring of 
assistance from fellow car nuts. Kei finally figured it out and was 
ready for the upcoming festivities at the race track.


On Thursday, there was some weather that shortened the open 
track events, so we decided to join the Team Shelby Road Tour 
into Ohio to visit the Snyder Specialty Car Collection. We met up 
with fellow club members 
Brian and Donna Miller at the 
event. It is a private collection 
that was graciously being 

shared with us.  Mr. Donald H. Snyder  Jr. is the man behind the 
cars. The Museum features The First Thunderbolt produced and the 
last one through the line in 1964. A 1962 Ford Galaxie, the First of 
10 Ford Factory produced Lightweights that year.  The First 63 
Galaxie lightweight. A National Champion that held 15 NHRA 
Records at the time, appropriately named the (Lively One). The First 
1964  Falcon AF/X 427 lightweight produced. All these cars were 
driven by Dick Brannan who was the Head of Ford`s Drag Program 
for more than a decade. Two of 10 Holman & Moody produced 1965 
Mustang Cammers. Many other manufacturers Altered WB, AFX 
&  Super Stocks.   NASCAR vehicles such as; Ned Jarrett`s 1964 
427FE Ford Galaxie & Dale Jarrett`s 1999 Ford Taurus.
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Thursday evening the Aloha gang attended the Team 
Shelby Dinner and Evening Program. Parked out front of 
the castle inspired restaurant was a rapid red metallic 
2020 Mustang Shelby GT500 with all of it’s 760hp and 
625 ft-lbs of pavement pounding torque. There we meet 
Carroll Shelby’s grandson, Aaron Shelby, who spend the 
rest of the weekend hanging around the track 
autographing Ford Vs. Ferrari movie posters and visiting 
with spectators. He is a very humble and personable 
person. One lucky auction winner even won a lap 
around the track the following day in the Shelby GT500 
with Aaron Shelby behind the wheel. Very cool!


By Friday morning the weather had cleared up so both 
Kei and I were ready to get some track time in at the 
Pittsburgh Int’l Race Complex. Jade got out our blue 3M 
painters tape and proceed to transform our EcoBoost 
Mustang rental into a full fledged race car by putting 
race car numbers on the doors. I don’t know exactly 
why, but the car seemed so much faster with the 
numbers on the door…haha! After watching the ritual of 
Miki helping Kei get suited up and strapped into his 
Cobra, we both got thru tech inspection then off to the 
track! Although, I was hoping for a 5.0 V8 GT, I was 
actually presently surprised on the performance that the 
turbo 4-banger provided. The suspension was tight and 
it even came with the option of a Sport Mode in the 
dashboard settings that modified the shift pattern for 
race track conditions. The power and handling was 
actually just about right for my driving ability (but still 
wish I had a V8!).


One of my favorite memories of this years open track 
event was when I was coming out of a corner, full 
throttle, and saw a vintage GT40 coming around the 
corner behind me with the Le Mans stripes and head 
lights flickering through the plexiglass covers gaining on 
me. For a moment, I truly felt like I was at La Mans 
trying to fend off a win. Chicken skin.


Saturday was another beautiful day of open track 
events, watching vintage racing with the Millers, vendor 
booths and swap meet items. My favorite car in the car 
show area was an all original 1965 GT350 serial number 
006. It was one of the first cars sold to a customer that 
was not a pre-production concept car. I happen to run 
into Chuck Cantwell who was “the man not named 
Shelby behind the GT350 program”. I had mentioned 
the early serial number “single digit” car and he was 
very excited to go see it. We both jumped into his golf 
cart and set out to find it. By the time we got there, the 
owner had packed it up and left the grounds. Mr. 
Cantwell and I then spent about 45 glorious minutes 
together cruising around the show area pondering life 
and “bench racing” newer vs older Shelby mustangs. It 
was priceless. Something that I will never forget.



One last story…

On our way out of Pittsburgh, Jade and I decided to tour 
the Frank Lloyd Wright home called Falling Water. As we 
were walking through the visitor center wearing a 
SAAC-44 t-shirt, we ran into one of the tour guides that 
owned “6S0410”. That is Shelby geek speak for a 1966 
Mustang GT350, serial number 410. It is amazing to see 
the impact that Carroll Shelby and his cars have on so 
may people in so many places. Jade and I are glad to be 
part of the cool kids like all of you. 

Tom Yeager

Chuck Cantwell
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